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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant (s) 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: amendment A filed on 
7/3/02. 

2. This application has been reconsidered. Claims 1-60 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-1 1 , 13-28, 36-50 and 58-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Sakuragi et al. (Sakuragi) (US 5,609,424). 

With regard to claims 1 and 8, Sakuragi discloses an image printing method 
comprising: a regular character string registration step of registering a character string 
having at least one character as a regular character string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 
49); a regular printing instruction step of instructing regular printing for printing said 
regular character string, irrespective of whether or not a character string other than said 
regular character string is being input or edited (col 14, lines 24-34); and a regular 
printing step of printing a regular character string image corresponding to said regular 
character string on a printing object as a print image when said regular printing is 
instructed (col 14, lines 35-52). 
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With regard to claims 2 and 9, Sakuragi also discloses wherein a plurality of 
types of regular character strings can be registered as said regular character strings, 
the image printing method further including a regular printing image selection step of 
selecting anyone of said plurality of types of regular character strings as a regular 
character string to be printed by said regular printing (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 3, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular printing 
image selection step includes: an identifier display step of displaying a plurality of types 
of identifiers corresponding respectively to said plurality of types of regular character 
strings on a predetermined display screen; and an identifier selection step of selecting 
anyone of said plurality of types of identifiers (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claims 4 and 10, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular 
printing image selection step includes: a display-restoring information storage step of 
storing display-restoring information required for restoring contents currently displayed 
on said predetermined display screen before displaying said plurality of types of 
identifiers; and a display restoration step of restoring said contents displayed on said 
predetermined display screen at said time of storing said display-restoring information, 
based on said display-restoring information, after selection of said identifier (col 13, line 
55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claims 6 and 13, Sakuragi also discloses further including an 
arbitrary character string entry step of entering an arbitrary character string having at 
least one character, wherein at said regular character string registration step, said 
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arbitrary character string is registered as one type of said regular character string (col 
13, line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claims 7, 15, 37 and 60, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said 
printing object is a tape (col 5, lines 22-32). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular print image 
selection means includes: display-restoring information storage means for storing in 
advance display-restoring information required for restoring contents currently displayed 
on said predetermined display screen before displaying said plurality of types of 
identifiers; and display restoration means for restoring said contents displayed at said 
time of storing said display-restoring information on said predetermined display screen, 
based on said display-restoring information, after selection of said identifier (col 13, line 
55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 14, Sakuragi also discloses further including: arbitrary 
printing instruction means for instructing arbitrary printing for printing said arbitrary 
character string entered; and arbitrary printing means for printing an arbitrary character 
string image corresponding to said arbitrary character string as said print image when 
said arbitrary printing is instructed (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 16, Sakuragi also discloses further including a related 
character string registration step of registering said regular character string as a 
representative character string, and registering at least one character string related to 
said representative character string as related character strings, such that said related 
character strings are correlated with said representative character string, to thereby 
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construct one regular character string group including said representative character 
string as a representative thereof, and wherein said regular printing step includes a 
related character string printing step of printing, when a representative character string 
image corresponding to said representative character string is printed as said regular 
character string image, at least one related character string image corresponding to at 
least one of said related character strings such that said at least one related character 
string image accompanies said representative character string image (col 13, line 55 - 
col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 17, Sakuragi also discloses wherein at said related 
character string printing step, at least one predetermined related character string image 
of said related character strings is printed such that said at least one predetermined 
related character string image accompanies said representative character string image 
(col 1 3, line 55 - col 1 4, line 49). 

With regard to claim 18, Sakuragi also discloses wherein a plurality of types of 
related character strings can be registered as said related character strings, 
wherein said related character string printing step includes: a related print image 
selection step of selecting at least one arbitrary related character string of said related 
character strings: and a related print image printing step of printing said 
at least one selected arbitrary related character string such that said at least one 
selected arbitrary related character string accompanies said representative character 
string image (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 
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With regard to claim 19, Sakuragi also discloses wherein a plurality of types of 
regular character strings can be registered as said regular character strings, 
the image printing method further including a regular printing image selection step of 
selecting anyone of said plurality of types of regular character strings as a regular 
character string to be printed by said regular printing (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 20, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered such that related character strings can be retrieved by using 
an identifier corresponding to said representative character string as a retrieving 
condition, and wherein at said regular print image selection step, any of said plurality of 
regular character strings is selected based on a plurality of types of identifiers 
corresponding respectively to said plurality of types of regular character strings (col 13, 
line 55- col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 21, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered such that said representative character string corresponding to 
said identifier is registered separately therefrom as one type of said related character 
string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 22, Sakuragi also discloses wherein assuming that 
predetermined two identifiers included in said plurality of types of identifiers are 
defined as a first identifier and a second identifier, and regular character string groups 
corresponding to said first identifier and said second identifier are defined as a first 
regular character string group and a second regular character string group, respectively, 
at least one of related character strings of said second regular character string group is 
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included in related character strings of said first regular character string group, as a 
common related character string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 23, Sakuragi also discloses wherein related character 
strings of said first regular character string group and said second regular character 
string group are registered in a form of matrix data retrievable by any of predetermined 
multi-dimensional retrieving conditions including said first identifier and said second 
identifier, and said common related character string is registered as data retrievable by 
using either of said first identifier and said second identifier as retrieving conditions (col 
13, line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 24, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered in a form of a list of data which enables related character 
strings of said regular character string group to be retrieved by using an identifier 
corresponding to said regular character string group as a retrieving condition (col 13, 
line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 25, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular print image 
selection step includes: an identifier display step of displaying said plurality of types of 
identifiers on a predetermined display screen; and an identifier selection step of 
selecting anyone of said plurality of types of identifiers (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 26, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said identifier display 
step includes a related character string display step of displaying related character 
strings which are to printed when each of said identifiers for selection is selected, 
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together with said each of said identifiers corresponding thereto (col 13, line 55 - col 14, 
line 49). 

With regard to claim 27, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said identifier display 
step further includes a related character string reading step of displaying, when a 
predetermined reading instruction is provided in a state of each of said identifiers being 
displayed, all related character strings corresponding to said displayed identifier in a 
readable manner (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 28, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular print image 
selection step further includes: a display-restoring information storage step of storing 
display-restoring information required for restoring contents currently displayed on said 
predetermined display screen before displaying said plurality of types of identifiers; and 
a display restoration step of restoring said contents displayed on said predetermined 
display screen at said time of storing said display-restoring information, based on said 
display-restoring information, after selection of said identifier (col 13, line 55 - col 14, 
line 49). 

With regard to claim 36, Sakuragi also discloses further including an arbitrary 
character string entry step of entering an arbitrary character string having at least 
one character string, wherein at said regular character string registration step, said 
arbitrary character string is registered as one type of a regular character string other 
than said regular character string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 38, Sakuragi also discloses further including related 
character string registration mean for registering said regular character string as a 
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representative character string, and registering at least one character string related to 
said representative character string as related character strings, such that said related 
character strings are correlated with said representative character string, to thereby 
construct one regular character string group including said representative character 
string as a representative thereof, and wherein said regular printing means includes 
related character string printing means for printing, when a representative character 
string image corresponding to said representative character string is printed as said 
regular character string image, at least one related character string image 
corresponding to at least one of said related character strings such that said at least 
one related character string image accompanies said representative character string 
image (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 39, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said related character 
string printing means prints at least one predetermined related character string image 
of said related character strings such that said at least one predetermined related 
character string image accompanies said representative character string image (col 13, 
line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 40, Sakuragi also discloses wherein a plurality of types of 
related character strings can be registered as said related character strings, 
wherein said related character string printing means includes: related print image 
selection means for selecting at least one arbitrary related character string of said 
related character strings; and related print image printing means for printing said at least 
one selected arbitrary related character string such that said at least one selected 
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arbitrary related character string accompanies said representative character string 
image (col 1 3, line 55 - col 1 4, line 49). 

With regard to claim 41 , Sakuragi also discloses wherein a plurality of types of 
regular character strings can be registered as said regular character strings, the image 
printing apparatus further including regular printing image selection means for selecting 
any of said plurality of types of regular character strings as a regular character string to 
be printed by said regular printing (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 42, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered such that related character strings can be retrieved by using 
an identifier corresponding to said representative character string as a retrieving 
condition, and wherein said regular print image selection means selects any of said 
plurality of regular character strings based on a plurality of types of identifiers 
corresponding respectively to said plurality of types of regular character strings (col 1 3, 
line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 43, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered such that said representative character string corresponding to 
said identifier is registered separately therefrom as one type of said related character 
string; further including a representative phone number selection step of selecting, when 
there exist a plurality of said related character strings each indicative of a phone number 
related to said name or said appellation, a related character string representative of a 
representative phone number representative of said related character strings, from said 
plurality of said related character strings further including a representative phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/601 ,01 0 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2622 

number selection step of selecting, when there exist a plurality of said related character 
strings each indicative of a phone number related to said name or said appellation, a 
related character string representative of a representative phone number representative 
of said related character strings, from said plurality of said related character strings (col 
13, line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 44, Sakuragi also discloses wherein assuming that 
predetermined two identifiers included in said plurality of types of identifiers are 
defined as a first identifier and a second identifier, and regular character string groups 
corresponding to said first identifier and said second identifier are defined as a first 
regular character string group and a second regular character string group respectively, 
at least one of related character strings of said second regular character string group is 
included in related character strings of said first regular character string group, as a 
common related character string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 45, Sakuragi also discloses wherein related character 
strings of said first regular character string group and said second regular character 
string group are registered in a form of matrix data retrievable by any of predetermined 
multi-dimensional retrieving conditions including said first identifier and said second 
identifier, and said common related character string is registered as data retrievable by 
using either of said first identifier and said second identifier as retrieving conditions (col 
13, line 55 -col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 46, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular character 
string group is registered in a form of a list of data which enables related character 
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strings of said regular character string group to be retrieved by using an identifier 
corresponding to said regular character string group as a retrieving condition (col 13, 
line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 47, Sakuragi also discloses 42, wherein said regular print 
image selection means includes: identifier display means for displaying said 
plurality of types of identifiers on a predetermined display screen; and identifier 
selection means for selecting any of said plurality of types of identifiers (col 13, line 55 - 
col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 48, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said identifier display 
means includes related character string display means of displaying related character 
strings which are to printed when each of said identifiers for selection is selected 
together with said each of said identifiers corresponding thereto (col 13, line 55 - col 14, 
line 49). 

With regard to claim 49, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said identifier display 
means further includes related character string reading means for displaying, when a 
predetermined reading instruction is provided in a state of each of said identifiers being 
displayed, all related character strings corresponding to said displayed identifier in a 
readable manner (col 1 3, line 55 - col 1 4, line 49). 

With regard to claim 50, Sakuragi also discloses wherein said regular print image 
selection means further includes: display-restoring information storage means for 
storing display-restoring information required for restoring contents currently displayed 
on said predetermined display screen before displaying said plurality of types of 
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identifiers; and display restoration means for restoring said contents displayed on said 
predetermined display screen at said time of storing said display-restoring information, 
based on said display-restoring information, after selection of said identifier (col 13, line 
55» col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 58, Sakuragi also discloses further including arbitrary 
character string entry means for entering an arbitrary character string having at least 
one character string, wherein said regular character string registration 
means registers said arbitrary character string as one type of a regular character string 
other than said regular character string (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

With regard to claim 59, Sakuragi also discloses further including: arbitrary 
printing instruction means for instructing arbitrary printing for printing said arbitrary 
character string entered: and arbitrary printing means for printing an arbitrary character 
string image corresponding to said arbitrary character string as said print image when 
said arbitrary printing is instructed (col 13, line 55 - col 14, line 49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 5 t 12, 29-35 and 51-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sakuragi et al. (Sakuragi) (US 5,609,424) in view of King Jim Co., 
LTD (King) (EP0849687 A2). 

With regard to claims 5, 12, 29-30, 32, 33, 51-52 and 54-55, Sakuragi does not 
teach wherein said regular character string includes a character string representative of 
at least one of a person's name, an appellation, and a name of a division to which a 
person belongs. 

King discloses a character information processor that includes wherein said 
regular character string includes a character string representative of at least one of a 
person's name, an appellation, and a name of a division to which a person belongs (col 
8, lines 18-22). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Sakuragi to include wherein said regular character 
string includes a character string representative of at least one of a person's name, an 
appellation, and a name of a division to which a person belongs as taught by King. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have modified Sakuragi by the teaching of King to input character strings that could 
represent at least one of a person's name, an appellation, and a name of a division to 
which a person belongs as taught by King in col 8, lines 18-22. 

With regard to claims 31 and 53, Sakuragi does not teach wherein said related 
character string further includes at least one of a postal code and a barcode which 
correspond to said address. 
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King discloses a character information processor that includes wherein said 
related character string further includes at least one of a postal code which correspond 
to said address (col 8, lines 18-22). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Sakuragi to include wherein said related character 
string further includes at least one of a postal code which correspond to said address as 
taught by King. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Sakuragi by the teaching of King to input character 
strings that could represent at least one of a postal code which correspond to said 
address as taught by King in col 8, lines 18-22. 

With regard to claims 34 and 56, Sakuragi does not teach further including a 
phone number attribute deletion step of automatically deleting said character string 
representative of said attribute of said phone number for conversion into a character 
string indicative of said phone number alone. 

King discloses a character information processor that includes further including a 
phone number attribute deletion step of automatically deleting said character string 
representative of said attribute of said phone number for conversion into a character 
string indicative of said phone number alone (col 12, line 48 - col 15-12). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Sakuragi to include further including a phone number 
attribute deletion step of automatically deleting said character string representative of 
said attribute of said phone number for conversion into a character string indicative of 
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said phone number alone as taught by King. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have modified Sakuragi by the 
teaching of King to input character strings that could represent at least a phone number 
as taught by King in col 8, lines 18-22. 

With regard to claims 35 and 57, Sakuragi does not teach further including a 
representative phone number selection step of selecting, when there exist a plurality of 
said related character strings each indicative of a phone number related to said name or 
said appellation, a related character string representative of a representative phone 
number representative of said related character strings, from said plurality of said 
related character strings. 

King discloses a character information processor that includes further including a 
representative phone number selection step of selecting, when there exist a plurality of 
said related character strings each indicative of a phone number related to said name or 
said appellation, a related character string representative of a representative phone 
number representative of said related character strings, from said plurality of said 
related character strings (col 8, lines 18-22). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Sakuragi to include further including a representative phone 
number selection step of selecting, when there exist a plurality of said related character 
strings each indicative of a phone number related to said name or said appellation, a 
related character string representative of a representative phone number representative 
of said related character strings, from said plurality of said related character strings as 
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taught by King. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Sakuragi by the teaching of King to input character 
strings that could represent at least one of a person's name, an appellation, and a name 
of a division to which a person belongs as taught by King in col 8, lines 18-22. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 2/17/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues Sakuragi contains no disclosure or suggestion with respect to 
treating the "regular character string" and "a character string other than the regular 
character string" separately so that the regular printing is instructed to print the regular 
character string irrespective of whether or not the character string other than the regular 
character string is being input or edited. 

Sakuragi discloses a regular character string registration step of registering a 
character string having at least one character as a regular character string (col 13, line 
55 - col 14, line 49); a regular printing instruction step of instructing regular printing for 
printing said regular character string, irrespective of whether or not a character string 
other than said regular character string is being input or edited (col 14, lines 24-34); and 
a regular printing step of printing a regular character string image corresponding to said 
regular character string on a printing object as a print image when said regular printing 
is instructed (col 14, lines 35-52). 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Twyler Lamb whose telephone number is 703 - 308- 
8823. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L Coles can be reached on 703-308-4712. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 
for regular communications and 703-872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 
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(for informal or draft communications, such as proposed amendments to be 
discussed at an interview; please label such communications "PROPOSED" or 
"DRAFT") 
or hand-carried to: 

Crystal Park Two 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington. VA. 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 
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EDWARD COLES" 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




